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2022 AGM 
Our 2022 AGM was held in person on Tuesday 
26th July. A big thank you to so many members 
who attended, it was good to see everybody 
back in the hall after the last couple of years. The 
formal minute will be produced, but here is a 
quick synopsis for anybody who couldn’t make it 
on the day. Everyone standing for election was 
duly elected; the revised Constitution was 
adopted; From January 2023 the hall-hire 
contribution will reduce to 50% of cost (as it was 
pre-pandemic); the membership fee remains at 
£15 for another year; the newsletter will continue 
in its current format issued monthly; the 
committee has an urgent vacancy for a Business 
Secretary and is also seeking a new Treasurer as 
the incumbent would be prepared to step down if 
someone else wants to take it on. 

MONTHLY MEETING 

 
Our monthly meetings are held on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month, in the Bridport United 
Church Hall in East Street starting at 2pm and 
followed by refreshments.  

The next monthly meeting will be on 23rd August, 
a talk entitled ‘Ireland to the Wild West’ by 
Marcus Paul. A tale of romance and adventure 
about emigration to the USA in the 1870s. 

Our September monthly talk on 27th September 
is by Gordon Bartlet about ‘Music in everyhome 
and how it began’ 

 

GROUP NEWS  

 
 

A Poet A Month poetry group 

Something a bit different this month; the group 
‘advertise’ themselves in appropriate fashion: 

Our Group 

John sets the agenda, 
Yet still recites his part. 

Ros reads out with splendour, 
Not forgetting heart. 

Lin brings precision 
And decision to her lines. 
Stella's strong on rhythm 

And the balancing of rhymes. 

Courteney adds some sound–effects 
As enhancement to his readings. 
While Susan simply must inject 
Some humour to proceedings. 

We are expressive, one and all, 
As to metre, rhyme and notion 

Our group's impressive: one might call us: 
'Poetry in Motion.' 

by Susan Chamberlain 2022. 

For more information about the group please 
contact Linda Moore on 
speakers@bridportu3a.org.uk 
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GROUP SPOTLIGHT 
If you want your group to be featured here, 
please send information to 
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk 

The Opera 
group has their 
next meeting on 
24 August when 
they will be 
watching Dove 
è amore è 
gelosia (Where 
there’s love there’s jealousy). It's a 1768 comic 
opera by Giuseppe Scarlatti, the nephew of the 
more famous Domenico. 

It was written for wedding celebrations at 
Krumlov Castle in Bohemia where Scarlatti was 
music teacher to the children of the Duke of 
Krumlov. The performance we’re watching was 
recorded in the newly restored theatre at 
Krumlov using the original stage machinery and 
lighting. Painted cloth flats and candle lighting are 
used on stage and the bewigged and liveried 
musicians in the pit are arranged as they would 
have been in 1768.  

Basically it’s a broad comedy about a young 
widow Marquise who can’t decide whether or not 
to marry her suitor, a Count. They each have a 
servant - they in turn are romantically associated 
- and the plot turns on various jealousy provoking 
misunderstandings which allows for some farce. 

If you’ve never watched opera because it’s 
always death and destruction, this short opera 
will show you what you're missing. It has English 
subtitles so it's very easy to understand the story. 
We meet in Mountfield at 10 am on 24 August and 
you are very welcome to join us.  

Contact Alan Hobby on 
opera@bridportu3a.org.uk or 07528 105977 

 

JUST FOR FUN 

 
This month we have the Great Dorset Steam Fair, 
so the questions this month are about the age of 
steam (Answers at the end of this Newsletter) 

1. How long did the Age of Steam last: 50, 100, 
150 or 200 years? 

2. Is a steam engine an internal or external 
combustion engine? 

3. True or False? Steam Power is an Industrial 
Revolution invention. 

4. Who is considered the father of the modern 
steam engine? 

5. How is steam power used today? 

6. Name three types of steam engines 

7. What issue has always plagued steam 
engines? 

8. What device helped to ease the issue? 

9. What type is steam engine fuel is known to 
cause fires? 

10. What smokestack invention helped prevent 
fires caused by sparks from locomotive 
engines?  

MONTHLY LIMERICK CHALLENGE 

Each month the Newsletter will bring you a 
suggested first line for a limerick and publish 
some of those submitted from the previous 
month (using contributors initials only). Thank you 
to everybody who took part. 

mailto:newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk
mailto:opera@bridportu3a.org.uk
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There was an old man on the coast, 
But the lady that he loved the most 

Lived a long way inland 
Was allergic to sand, 

So their love was conducted by post 
(CG) 

There was an old man on the coast 
Who fell fast asleep at his post 
Though high tide was breaking 

He didn’t awaken 
There WAS an old man on the coast 

(CG) 

If you want to participate, please create a limerick 
with the following first line: 

“There was a folk singer from Poole “ 

Please send your contributions to 
limerickclub@bridportu3a.org.uk by 31st August, 
and a selection will be printed in the next 
Newsletter. 

MONTHLY LOCAL PHOTOGRAPH 
Each month we will publish a photograph of a 
local scene. Please submit your photographs to 
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk and let me know 
when and where it was taken, and if you want to 
be acknowledged as the photographer or remain 
anonymous. Please note, we may use 
photographs from the newsletter on our website. 
Please advise if you do not want this to happen. 

This month, a glorious view by the Allotments in 
Burton Bradstock. (VE) 

 

TRIP 
John Bartholomew is organising a trip with Lyme 
Regis and Crewkerne u3as to Southampton on 
October 14th, to see The Lion King matinee 
performance. Pick up will be in Bridport at 
11.00am and return by 7.00pm. The price is £80, 
to include stall seat, travel and tip. 

There are only 4 tickets left. To book contact 
John on jdbart45@gmail.com 

NATIONAL u3a 
u3a Day 2022- The Third Age Trust have decided 
that national u3a Day will take place on the 
Wednesday of u3a week, which will be at the end 
of September, and dates have been set for the 
next 5 years. For 2022 the dates are 17-25th 
September. If you have any thoughts or ideas 
about how you would like us to celebrate the u3a 
and promote our Bridport u3a during this week, 
please get in touch with any of your committee. 

Did you know that Third Age Matters is also 
available as a text-only download that can be 
read by text-readers, so anybody with a visual 
impairment can still enjoy the national magazine? 
The link is available here.   

More information about national online groups, 
the latest u3a Covid guidance, projects, research 
and much more can be found in the national u3a 
Newsletter, which you can sign up to here. 

OUTSIDE u3a 
Rewind enables access to thousands of films 
from the BBC news and current affairs archive for 
the first time, showing life and events across the 
UK since the 1940’s. bbcrewind.co.uk 

 

Third Age Matters text only– Click here 

National u3a Newsletter– Click here 

mailto:limerickclub@bridportu3a.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk
mailto:jdbart45@gmail.com
https://bbcrewind.co.uk/
https://www.u3a.org.uk/news/publications/third-age-matters-february-2022-issue-screenreader-edition
https://www.u3a.org.uk/newsletter


 

 

 
Bridport u3a           Charity Number 1165000 
 

Monthly Newsletter August 2022 

There is so much going on locally, but if you are 
fed up with traffic queues, maybe hop on a train 
(on a non-strike day!) to London for a very 
special exhibition.  

Buckingham Palace has re-opened and includes 
The Queen’s Accession Exhibition,  where a 
shimmering display of Her Majesty’s personal 
jewellery collection, most of which have never 
been exhibited before. These are not the Crown 
Jewels, but personal pieces with special 
significance, often exhibited alongside official 
photographs of Her Majesty wearing the jewels. 
The exhibition is open from 22nd July to 2nd 
October, so you can wait until it is coolerweather 
if you prefer rct.uk 

The Melplash Show is celebrating 175 years this 
year. The postcode for the show ground is DT6 
4EG, there is free parking, tickets are £19 on the 
day or £17 in advance, and the website has details 
of events, traders etc. Thursday 25th August, 
8.30am to 6.00pm West Bay Road. 
melplashshow.co.uk 

The Giant Shepton Flea Market on Sunday 14th 
August at the Bath & West Showground where 
you can tootle through oodles of junk at this most 
gigantic market and find a bargain. 
sheptonflea.com 

The Great Dorset Steam 
Fair is at Tarrant Hinton 
near Blandford Forum on 
Thursday 25th to 
Monday 29th August. A 
massive 6,000 acres 
covered with vintage 
steam engines (love the 
smell!) fairs, hurdy 

gurdies, agricultural machinery, traders, live 

music, food and drink. Something to see, hear and 
smell, a feast for the senses, especially after dark. 
Come home exhausted. I bought my tickets 
nearly a year ago……. gdsf.co.uk 

 Pick Your Own is popular 
this month, and here are a 
few that are not wall-to-wall 
strawberries! Check opening 
before you visit, the drought 
is changing picking dates in 
some places.  

 
• North Perrott Fruit Farm near Crewkerne for 

apples, with a farm shop and cafe too 
parrettbrand.co.uk 

• Trehane Blueberry PYO near Wimborne for 
blueberries trehaneblueberrypyo.co.uk 

• Lenctenbury Farm near Corfe Castle, yes it 
has strawberries, but also gooseberries, 
raspberries, black and red currants and 
blueberries. Also sells potted fruit bushes. 
purbeckfood.co.uk 

• Forde Abbey PYO near Chard bring your own 
containers, strawberries, gooseberries, 
redcurrants and raspberries, all grown at table 
height for easy picking. fordeabbey.co.uk 

• Abbey Farm Flowers at Abbotsbury, yes, no 
fruit! Just cut flowers, plants and ice cream. 
abbeyfarmflowers.co.uk 

For family fun, try a day out at the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum at Yeovilton, where they are launching a 
state-of-the-art Aircraft Carrier Experience this 
summer. fleetairarm.com 

The Somerset Space Walk  is a true-scale model 
of the Solar System along the towpath of the 
Bridgwater to Taunton canal, with sculptures 
representing each of the planets along the way. 
The full length of the towpath is 14 miles, but for 
the faint-hearted you can start midway at 
Maunsel Lock near North Newton, where there is a 
nice tea room, and set off in either direction. 
maunsellock.co.uk  

https://www.rct.uk/
https://www.melplashshow.co.uk/
http://sheptonflea.com/
https://www.gdsf.co.uk/
https://parrettbrand.co.uk/
https://www.trehaneblueberrypyo.co.uk/
https://www.purbeckfood.co.uk/
https://www.fordeabbey.co.uk/
https://www.abbeyfarmflowers.co.uk/
https://www.fleetairarm.com/
https://maunsellock.co.uk/
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ANSWERS TO JUST FOR FUN QUIZ 
1. 200 years 

2. Internal 

3. False. Greek mathematician Hero toyed 
with steam engines nearly 2,000 years 
ago, but nothing practical was developed 
until 1,600 years later. 

4. James Watt 

5. Whilst not the most common form of 
power today, it is still in use for Submarine 
Torpedo Propulsion, Electricity Generation, 
or Naval Propulsion Systems? 

6. Stationary, Locomotive and Marine. 

7. Safety was a huge problem with steam 
engines which exploded without warning 

8. Lead plug which melted and released 
steam within the engine so it didn’t 
explode 

9. Wood, most commonly used fuel in the 
USA 

10. Bonnet Stack 

CONTACT US 
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to 
comment on our Newsletters, and we welcome all 
suggestions. If you have anything you would like 
to be included in future Newsletters, please send 
your submissions to 
newsletter@bridportu3a.org.uk and we will do our 
best to use as many as possible. 

 

Until next month 

Stay safe 

Bridport U3A Committee 
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